
STANDARDS MAKE THE WORLD GO ROUND

IIFAN is pleased to announce that it is

holding a paper writing competition.

 Since its founding in 1974, IFAN has always

been dedicated to increasing awareness to

the benefits and use of international

standards.

Being aware that many share the same

objectives and that the increasing use of

standards needs to be shared throughout

the world, IFAN is promoting a Paper

Competition.

An Award Certificate will be given for the

best three papers submitted, reviewed and

selected by the IFAN Board members. The

winners will be provided the opportunity to

present their paper at the IFAN Members'

Assembly on 17 October.

In addition, the winning papers will be

published on the IFAN website and

Newsletter and also promoted among the

international, regional and national

standardization organizations.

CLOSING DATE 23 AUGUST 2019

You are invited to participate in the IFAN

2019 Paper Competition from now through

to the closing date of 21 August 2019.

The 2019 paper competition winners will be

notified by 23 September and announced at

the IFAN Members' Assembly which will be

held in London on 17 October 2019.

Manuscripts should aim at demonstrating

from a users' point of view that standards

have a role to play in the changing economy

especially by providing confidence, tools for

excellence and sustainability, technical

innovation facilitators, links between

governmental regulations and business and

commerce, and should preferably include

examples.

Full details of the competition - here

Competition rules - here

Entry form - here

The 46th IFAN Members’ Assembly will be

held on Thursday 17 October 2019 at the

Clayton Hotel Chiswick, London UK.

The event will start with a welcome from the

President and our hosts BSI, in the morning

there will be a Workshop which will be open

to all with an interest in standards,

standardization and standards users.

In the afternoon there will be the formal part

of the Members’ Assembly which will be a

closed session for IFAN members only.

The members calling notice and details of

visa letters etc will be sent out to the

members shortly.

Invitations to guests will be sent out in late

July. For further information or to be added

to the circulation list, please contact the

secretary at ifan@ifan.org

1. IFAN Paper competition

2. Report on the Board

meeting in Geneva in April

3. IFAN Meetings

4. A tribute to Karlheinz

Rosan

5. Part 3 of Keith Wilson’s

‘Standards under the

microscope’

6. UNECE standards to

support the SDGs, a

sponsorship opportunity
We therefore invite papers that relate to at least one of the following potential topics, but are

not limited to:

● The benefits of international standards to the performance of your organization

● Sustainability standards and their benefits to your organization

● International standards - a gate to the global world

● How do you encourage young people to be involved in standards and

standardization?

IFAN PAPER COMPETITION TOPICS

May 2019
www.ifan.org

https://drive.google.com/open?id=166amO-hWyIVEI0fBtz9d8xsrqre9uRZC
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1dWuVGhb9kcsrTHtj8HenbTZfQGwN9a7P
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Xt9xPMcr9yDksEvFM-G0B2IFNr7Ls_79
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Xt9xPMcr9yDksEvFM-G0B2IFNr7Ls_79


The Members of the IFAN Board met in Geneva in April for one of their 2

annual face-2-face meetings. ISO kindly hosted the meeting and Mr Henry

Cuschieri, ISO Head of Membership and External Relations joined the

meeting to talk about the latest developments at ISO. He noted that the ISO

strategy 2016-2020 was coming to its conclusion and that work was starting

on talking to members and stakeholders about the next strategy and

mentioned that they had a mandate to look at how ISO served the different

regions of the world.

Mr Cuschieri spoke about

the UNECE Gender Action

Plan and said that Sergio

Mujica, ISO Secretary

General, is one of the

international gender

champions.

The following day Ms

Lorenza Jachia of the

UNECE spoke to the Board

about the work that the UNECE was doing to support the UN Sustainable

Development Goals in terms of how standards could help to support the

goals, she also spoke about the Gender Responsive Standards and the

Declaration which support SDG 5. The declaration will be signed on 15 May

and will be a no-fly event.

GUESTS JOIN THE BOARD The IFAN President, Ross Wraight, Vice-

Presidents Evelyne Thomann and Vered

Oren and the IFAN secretary had a

meeting with Jack Sheldon and Gabriela

Ehrlich of the IEC.

It was a very positive discussion that

touched on a wide range of subjects,

including new deliverables,

IEC’s good working relationship with

other standards bodies such as IEEE.

The meeting ended with an invitation

being extended to the IFAN President to

speak at the IEC Council meeting on 25

October in Shangahi.

One of the key topics discussed at the

meeting was the actions to implement the

IFAN Strategy 2015-2020.

During the meeting it was decided to run

another IFAN paper competition. The last

paper competition that IFAN ran was in 2013

and that was very successful with many

entries of a high quality.

The winner of the paper competition will be

invited to present their paper at the 46th

IFAN Members’ Assembly which will be held

on the 17 October in London.

Also discussed was the preparation for the

46th Members Assembly which will start off

with a workshop.

The revision of IFAN guide 2 was also on

the Agenda, this is an ongoing project and

we hope that the revised edition will be

published in time to be launched at the

Members’ Assembly.

Also discussed were the ISO/IEC directives

and an issue was brought to the table by

ANP who explained the difficulty of

translating ‘shall’ into German. During the

discussion, it was noted that the US

supreme court has recently made a ruling

on this topic and have decided that the term

‘must’ should be used for normative clauses

in the US.

.

IFAN European group meeting on

1 July at CCMC, Brussels

IFAN WG16 meeting on 2 July at

CCMC, Brussels.

IFAN Members’ Assembly will be

held on 17 October at the Clayton

Hotel, Chiswick London.

Meetings of the IFAN European

Group, Working Group 1 and

Working Group 16 will also take

place the same week.

If you are interested in attending

the workshop and open session



Karlheinz Rosan became a member of ANP

in 1996 and Chairman of the ANP mirror

committee for IFAN and member of the ANP

Steering Committee in 1998 until 2006. The

first IFAN Members' Assembly that Karlheinz

attended was the 26th held in Oslo, 7-8

September 1999, he continued to attend

almost every MA as a representative of ANP

until the 43rd in Frankfurt, he deeply

regretted not being able to attend the 44th

in Chicago due to back problems and sadly

by the 45th he was becoming increasingly

unwell and had to miss that meeting too.

Karlheinz was Vice-President of IFAN in

2006 and a Special Advisor from 2012-2014

when IFAN had to discontinue the roll.

Karlheinz joined the IFAN European Group

for its 3rd meeting in 2006 and became its

Deputy Chairman in 2012.

Karlheinz was strongly engaged in the

elaboration of the ISO/IEC Guide 21

(Regional or national adoption of

International Standards and other

International Deliverables), versions 1999

and 2005. He was responsible for writing

IFAN Guide 3 Guidelines to assist members

of standards committees in preparing user

friendly European Standards, published in

2008, following on from this he represented

the group on CEN/BT/WG 208 Guidance on

SME needs and participate in writing Guide

17 much of which came from the IFAN

Guide. He then went on to be a key

participant in the writing of the group's MoU

with CEN/CENELEC which was signed in

2011. Karlheinz also prepared the booklet

Achievements of the IFAN European Group

2002-2011.

Karlheinz was Chairman of two national TCs

and strongly involved in the standardization

of metallic materials. He received the ANP-

Honorary Pin in 2007 for his contributions to

ANP and IFAN work and progress.

We have to thank Karlheinz for so much and

will always hold him in very high esteem.

Dr Burkhard Raith,

ANP and IFAN Board Member

And

Patricia Dind,

ANP Secretary

14 June 2019

In a recent letter to IFAN members Karlheinz himself wrote:

“By the way, my first contact to IFAN was in the beginning 90ties where I was looking for

support to keep the original number of the standard in the case of adopting ISO or IEC ones

as European Standards and not to assign an own European Number by adding 20000 as laid

down in the CEN-CENELEC Rules at first. In behalf of the company I drafted a letter which

was sent to Emil Guthauser in his function as IFAN Vice President, about 1993, and I was

pleased to learn IFAN supported this view.

In the end this led to a 25 years 'relationship' where I took much profit from being in contact to

IFAN and via IFAN to ISO/IEC and CEN/CENELEC personal and their activities and strategies

relevant to me and my task to promote company use of standards by seizing every

opportunity bringing user-orientation home to standards writers.”

Ending his letter “Standards are shaped by those who contribute to its development and this

comprises more than writing a standard. Keep on actively with advancing IFAN a recognised

partner for the application of standards”.

KARLHEINZ IN HIS OWN HAND, WRITING TO THE MEMBERS OF IFAN IN  OCTOBER 2018

The IFAN President Ross Wraight , wrote of

Karlheinz:

“Dear Colleagues,

We will all miss Karlheinz and are grateful for his

friendship and dedication to IFAN.

His contribution was exceptional matched by his

skill and deep understanding of what was

important for standard users.

He was also a  wonderful human being.

RIP dear friend.”

Andrea Beddard-Smith Chair of the IFAN European

group wrote:

Karlheinz was a leading light of the IFAN European

group and we will all miss his insight,

understanding, sense of humour and sound advice

and personally I will miss my friend with whom I

exchanged letters, cards, photos,  jokes and spent

some great times and shared much laughter.

We all knew that Karlheinz was ill and that he was

in extreme pain although the peaceful Bavarian

mountains was not only hosting his threats but

also soothing his agony. He spent many hours

watching the film of his working and travelling life. I

remember last year as I invited him to an Ifan

meeting in Paris he told me that of course he could

not come but that he would scan through the

numerous photos that he took while strolling up

and down our Parisian streets and I even

remember that he mentioned Notre-Dame.

For Ifan, we all appreciated his rigour although this

often may sound old fashion to the ‘start-up-

generation’; and we appreciated his ability of

always finding a good joke, a hilarious cartoon to

share. Do you remember how he started laughing

before he made a joke ? His generosity had no

limit and for each IFAN MA he had a present for his

friends, we miss you Karlheinz. RIP.

Below Karlheinz at the 2013 IFAN Members’

Assembly
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STANDARDS UNDER THE MICROSCOPE
BY KEITH WILSON

In the third in a series of articles, Keith Wilson looks at the investigation of standards and their use in the inquiries into the Grenfell Tower fire, London, 2017.

On the 14 June 2017 a catastrophic fire broke out in the 24 storey Grenfell Tower containing 129 flats (apartments).  It is believed to have started in a flat on

the fourth floor. The cause was an electrical fault in a fridge-freezer in the kitchen.  Videos of the fire show its rapid spread up the outside of the building, and

subsequent difficulty in containing it.  The fire resulted in 72 deaths.

Since my previous articles, a series of UK government-sponsored fire tests to the recommended standards have been carried out.The English government

department responsible for building construction has published written guidance on the use of materials and the design and installation of components and

assemblies, in English tall residential buildings. In Scotland, the government has published a 'Report of the Review Panel on Building Standards (Fire Safety)

in Scotland.

1. Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government [England]. Advice Note 11. Government Building Safety programme - update and

consolidated advice for building owners following large scale testing.

The government commissioned large scale system tests to BS 8414, Fire performance of external cladding systems, using different types of ACM

(Aluminium Composite Material) external sheet and different types of insulation. Grenfell Tower had a rainscreen cladding system installed in 2014.  The

system comprised external ACM panels behind which were polyisocyanurate insulation slabs. The reports published so far make the point that specifying

requires a whole building approach to design and construction of complex buildings. Performance characteristics of its parts and testing of them needs to

take full account of the legal and design requirements of the building as a whole.  This approach is common in other industries, such as offshore oil drilling

and automotive. Connecting all of this is done using the UK's national adoption of the international construction classification ISO 12006-2, Building

construction - Organization of information about construction works. Part 2: Framework for classification.  A System would be Rainscreen Cladding,

comprising Products such as Panels and Insulation Boards, and Products which may also include Components (other products) such as screws.

Advice Note 11 reports that 'of the 278 buildings in England which have been screened and have ACM which is not of limited combustibility, 266 buildings

have cladding systems which the Expert Panel advise are unlikely to meet current Building Regulations guidance and therefore present fire hazards on

buildings over 18m (metres)'.  In October 2018, the government announced it would ban the use of combustible materials on external walls of tall homes,

hospitals, social/residential care buildings and student residences over 18 metres high.

The rest of the Advice Note provides detailed data on the seven main tests to BS 8414 and to the current Building Regulations guidance on the design and

execution of these systems.

A common theme emerging from this and other guidance and research, is the shortage of professional advisors with detailed understanding of the general

implementation of design and execution standards and regulations using a fully-connected (whole building) approach. This is also the case where buildings

projects include fire engineering where the design or construction is innovative or unconventional.  The Scottish Government is investigating the feasibility of

a centralized hub for verification of complex engineered solutions in Scotland, but has noted that the shortage of professionals working in fire safety

engineering would make implementing any proposal 'at least five years away and probably much longer'.

IFAN recognised some time ago that in construction and also manufacturing, standards users need to revalidate their skills and understanding of the context

and practical application of standards in the sectors and projects they work in. Our Guide 4 Education and Training about Standardization was extensively

updated in 2018, and was our Guide 3 Guidelines to assist members of standards committees in preparing user-friendly European standards (its principles

are effective for anyone involved in publishing standards).



2.  Report of the Review Panel on Building

Standards (Fire Safety) in Scotland. June

2018.

Scotland has a different approach to

guidance and enforcement of their building

regulations. Here, mandatory functional

standards are supported by Technical

Handbooks of prescriptive or performance

based guidance, which the review considers

to be still relevant. The Panel proposes a

new way of verifying complex engineered

design and construction, which may be

helpful for standards users.  A centralized

hub should be careful to avoid correcting

submissions especially by redesign.  It will

be interesting to see how it would react to

the use of supporting evidence such as

standards not included in Scotland's

Technical Handbooks, or other countries'

fire codes such as the UAE Fire and Life

Safety Code of Practice and the mandatory

and discretionary use of standards in them.

A consequence for standards users is that

their understanding will need to include

topics associated with systems and

materials test.  One of these is Sampling,

particularly if the sampling is a data-driven,

desktop task.  A recent UK legal case

highlighted the need for sampling to be

robust, random, error-free and without bias,

with results and conclusions presented in

consistent, plain language documentation.

There are excellent ISO standards on

sampling.

The Review Panel identify a problem that

many standards users will be familiar with -

legislation and government guidance that

does not keep pace either with updated

standards or replacement standards.

Sometimes this is to allow the industry to

STANDARDS UNDER THE MICROSCOPE PART 3
CONTINUED

adopt more recent standards on new

projects only.  Sometimes it can be as a

result of pressure for interest groups, or an

unwillingness to change.  The problem in

this case relates to the testing of reaction to

fire of building products. It exists in the

English Approved Document and well as the

Scottish Technical Handbook. The Review

Panel describes the problem well. 'It was

agreed that there was no longer the need to

retain both British Standards and European

Harmonised tests … in the guidance. When

(the Technical Handbook was) first

published in 2004 an annex … had to be

included to relate classes of 'reaction to fire'

performance in terms of both sets of

standards. This is no longer necessary and

does mean some of the British Standards

tests are still being used to assess materials

when European Harmonised tests offer a

better and more cohesive structure for

testing 'reaction to fire'.

The Review Panel reveals a casualness

about the transition to newer and more

effective standards, prevalent thoughout the

UK. This is a transition that is still taking

place more than 15 years after the 'better

and more cohesive' Harmonized standards

were published, and which the Review

Panel describes as 'unhelpful and

unnecessary'.

The need for a whole building approach is

leading the UK industry to rethink how

standards are used and understood, and

how testing is approached and the results

made known and applied.

BS 8414-1:2015 + A1:2017. Fire

performance of external cladding systems.

Test method for non-loadbearing external

cladding systems applied to the masonry

face of a building. ISBN 978 0 580 97722 0.

BS ISO 12006-2:2015. Building construction

- Organization of information about

construction works. Part 2: Framework for

classification. 978 0 580 82536 1.

IFAN. Guide 3 Guidelines to assist members

of standards committees in preparing user-

friendly European standards. 2018.

Available at:-
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IFAN. Guide 4 Education and Training about

Standardization. 2018. Available at:-
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Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local

Government. Advice Note 11
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Government Building Safety Programme -

update and consolidation advice for building

owners following large scale testing.

[Updated 28 February 2018]. Available at:

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/building-

safety-programme [Accessed 15 November

2018].

Scottish Government.  Report of the Review

Panel on Building Standards (Fire Safety) in

Scotland.  June 2018. Available at:-

https://www.gov.scot/publications/building-

standards-2017-non-domestic/2-fire/annex-

2e-reaction-to-fire/  [Accessed 15 November

2018].
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Since 1970, the UNECE Working Party on

Regulatory Cooperation and

Standardization Policies (WP6) has served

as a forum for collaboration between the

standards community and policymakers.

The adoption of the 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development has strengthened

this cooperation and focused the activities

on the role standards can play for the

achievement of the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030

Development Agenda.

The proposed project represents a direct

extension of the project on "Enhancing

usage and uptake of the standards for

achieving the Sustainable Development

Goals" (2018-2019). The need for such an

extension is underscored by the feedback

gathered from the attendees of the

'Standards for the SDGs' event, organized

as a side session to the 41st General

Assembly of the International Organization

for Standardization (ISO) in September 26th,

2018. In a post-evaluation survey of the

event, upwards of 90% of respondents

expressed an interest in participating in

future events related to Standards for the

SDGs. Additionally, during the day of the

event, video interviews were conducted with

selected panel experts and session

moderators. The interviews also emphasise

the importance of greater cooperation

between UN agencies and standardization

bodies.

Additionally, the proposed project will

enhance the visibility of the

recommendations agreed at the

intergovernmental level under the auspices

of the Steering Committee on Trade

Capacity. These recommendations identify

capacity gaps in countries of the UNECE

region as regards their standardization

policies, quality assurance, accreditation

If you are interested in being involved and/or sponsoring this UNECE project please

contact the project manager Lorenza Jachai at:

lorenza.jachia@un.org

The full text of the project document, can be downloaded here and includes

information on

● Justification of project and its relationship to the programme of work

● Links to the overall normative and analytical work of UNECE and its

comparative advantage in this area

● Links to the 2030 agenda for sustainable development

● Information on beneficiary countries and target

● The lessons learned and achievements from past activities in those

countries, and/or complementary activities which are currently ongoing

● A brief description of how a gender perspective will be integrated in the

project strategy

● Implementing partners

● Duration of the project

● Relationship to the Strategic Framework and the Sustainable Development

Goals

A video with details of the UNECE’s SDG projects can be viewed here

THE UNECE IS SEEKING SPONSORS FOR ITS SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS PROJECT

● -Raising awareness of the contribution of

standards bodies to sustainable

development, gender equality and the

empowerment of women and girls.

● Developing best practice, including

through the exchange of experiences

among policymakers on the development

and implementation of standards as a tool

to support  the implementation of the 2030

Agenda for Sustainable Development

● Supporting further collaboration, including

partnerships, between international,

regional and national standards bodies

and other quality infrastructure institutions,

academic institutions and UN

organizations

region as regards their standardization

policies, quality assurance, accreditation

and metrology (SQAM) systems. The project

will aim at identifying potential partnerships

with quality infrastructure institutions from

other countries of the region, as well as

directly exposing the targeted countries to

the knowledge and network of expertise

acquired by the proposed project, as one

means of furthering their integration in the

international trading system and supporting

their sustainable development.

To achieve its objectives, the project will

enhance the usage and uptake of the

standards by policymakers as a vital tool for

sustainable development, gender equality

and the empowerment of women.

mailto:lorenza.jachia@un.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1f_pW8eQuXk8p4B5PSxW36HuVv8jCQTKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsZlg75bzyo

